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seventh regiment fair.nkw jkrsky Dat. !
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newark opera house.Mucii Ado About Nothing.
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The probabilities ure that the weather in New
Turk and its vicinity to-day will be warmer and t
partly cloudy, possibly with snows turainy to rains, j
To-morrow it will be warm and fair, followed by (
lower temperature. j
Wall Street Yesterday..Tliere wus much '

less activity iu the stock market ami prices de. 3
clined steadily, closing at tho lowest points of 1

the day. Money ou call was plentiful at 7 and \

im-i j... in oi:.< r feciion s ot the country.
'I'll--, v.;i; 1»« <-u brink iu the lake region*,
c< ntral v.oh-;. di.-:rirts and on the New Eng-
land co lit ti < other dUtrict* they were

fi>- i ' r in New York and it* vicinity!< .ii_. w.li uriiier and partly cloudy,
j -;'>iy with «r«o*s turi ing to ruitiM. IVmcie
i i; wilt ii< warm and liar, followed by lower
temperature. I

later at 6 per oent upon good stock collaterals.
Governments were very quiet and steady,
State securities were very dull and railway
bonds were fairly active but weak. Exchange
"Was dull at unchanged rates.

The Pilot Waji lias reached the courts.

Alexander 11. Stephens is not a supporter
of Grant for President.

Political Bombshells and Mine Explosions
are now the order of the day.
a Sad Story of u misspent life is told in

another column. See "Idcntilied in the Morgue."
a Newfoundland Doc has been buried in

Greenwood Cemetery by his all'ectionate owner.
What next I

The Perils of the Sea are again related in
our columns to-day, showing that the life of u
Bailor is by no means a fair weather one.

The Elevated Railroad employes want to
hare in the enormous profits of their companies,but tlie chance of success is very slender.

Another Collision, fortunately unattended
with loss of life or limb, occurred on the river
yesterday. A Utile mure care would prevent
these accidents.

Is it Possible that ou any railroad a single
timepiece may decide the fate of many lives 1
The collision in Massachusetts yesterday mornings( ems to indicate that it is.

The Baptists should look to the manners of
some of their teachers. Portions of the discussionat yesterday's conference over the proposed
congratulations to Bishop Potter would have
been discreditable iirany body professing evangelicalreligion.
The Canadian Soldiers arc not coming after

all, which is a pity, for our National Guard
would he delighted to do them honor. But us
the Sixty-ninth are all lei ucious Fenians (?) the
red cross of England will not be unfurled in
Broadway. Blood an' ounsl Faugh u balingh!

Yesterday was a great day at the Seventh
Regiment Fair, distinguished visitors from the
regular army and navy having honored the oe-

,
car ion by their presence and pockets. These

(
brave fellow.-* «lu not forget that it was citizen
soldiery who composed the unities which regu- '
lur oliicers have led to victory iu tlio past fifty '

years or uiorc. J

Tin. lii.fi hiiknck of Evacuation I)av com- .

pi Is miiik; comparisons mi gratifying that a New
"Yorker may lie forgiven for temporarily forgettingthe ilchiH, dirty streets and dirtier 1

political condition of his city. The scant bun- '
di ed years that have elapsed since (lie Jlritish '

embarked from this feeble metropolis of u '

feebler nation have made us one of the great I
cities of the world and the centre of that most iu- 1
dispensable of all trudes, the feeding of Europe, (
while our Sub-Treusury building encloses moro (
bullion than any other four walls in the world. i

Tuk Wkatiiek..The eeutro of disturbance '

lias passed into the ocean and is now moving I

northeastward. 'I lie pressure is dccrcuMUig I
steadily within it, and tliero are indications that
it will develop energy while crossing the ocean.
The barometer is highest over the Middle and
South Atlantic States. In the Northwest It foil
very rapidly during tho early part of the day,
and as predicted another centre of disturbance
advanced toward the upper lake regions. Storm
energy will lie developed in tho Western disturbanceduring to-day over tho lakes, tho
winds increasing considerably in force and
blowing from the south and west.
Snow fell in the upper lake regions
and the Northwest. Elsewhere the weather was
i ir. The temperature rose decidedly in tho
V -t and central valley districts, remained
marly -ta'i'imiry in the Middle Atlantic States

NEW YOi
The V« iv Crist* In ( ul>u.Emmiri])ntiouthe Ucnii'dy.
The infrequent items of Cuban news

which have been allowed to pass the censorshipat Havana are not reassuring for those

optimists who would have us believe that
the "Ever Faithful Isle" attained n permanentsolution of its difficulties by the

peace of Zanjou in February of lust year.
There can be no doubt that the transaction
celebrated at Zunjon between Captain GeneralMartinez del Campo and the leading
Cuban insurgents, whether it be termed a

treaty or a capitulation, was entered upon
in good faith by both parties, and that it

has led to measurably good results. A war

of nearly ten years duration was terminatedwithout disgrace to either of the

belligerents, the insurgent chieftains have
been honorubly treated at Havana, and the

islaud, bus enjoyed a rnucu neeueu resi iut

early two years. The coffee, sugar and
jotton interests have revived tinder the

jenign influences of security from the
nsurgont torch, many of the ruined haoimdashave arisen from their ashes and new

>nes have been established in various porionsof the island. An honest effort has
>een made to reform some of the long
tanding abuses in the financial admiuisration,a go#d degree of personal and politcalliberty has been enjoyed, and, above
.11, a veritable liberal party has been creted,which pleads for reform.not by inurrection,but by constitutional methods.
For all theso benefits Cuba is indebted to

he wise and conciliatory policy of the late
'aptain General Martinez del Campo, now

Premier oi Spain, who fairly earned the
>roud title of Pacificator of Cuba. His
iame must ever bo held in respectful regardby the Cuba of the future, wliother
:olonial, autonomous or independent. It
s pleasant to note that many of the chiefainswho fought valiantly against him
mtil the paciiication of Zanjon maintain
heir loyalty to the spirit and the letter of
hut compact. Tho Cuban deputies in the
Spanish Cortes, all of whom are liborals,
earnestly repudiate all connection with or

esponsibility for the new uprising in the
..i.a .A u..i.
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with more or less sincerity by tho leaders
>f the liberal party at Havana.
Nevertheless a new insurrection arose in

he Eastern Department at the close of Aujustlust, and has steadily increased and
ixtended westward until now it presents a

formidable front in Camuguey and the
Uinco Villas. The newspaper organ in
Nov York of tho first Cuban insurrection,
which refused to accept the peace of
Zanjon and kept alive the torch of revolution,is naturally jubilant, and declares
Lhat the sacred cause initiated at Yara on

the 10th of October, 18G8, is onoe more

triumphant on the fields of a hundred
glories for Free Cuba. According to the
revived Cuban Junta of this city the
ignominious crime of Zanjon is now to be
xvenged. That shameful compact has at
Least, say they, served one useful purpose.
namely, to purge tho cause of Cuban independenceof the traitors, the cowards
and tho half-hearted friends who sold out
for Spanish gold. The now insurrection
has no place reserved in its councils or in
its camps for such men, but, on the other
hand, tens of thousands who were too

young to figure in the former struggle or

who honestly believed then that Spain
might bo trusted to effect the promised reforms,will now support the revolution as

ihe only expedient for attaining permanent
peace and prosperity.
It would be in vain to deny that there is

jome, truth in these allegations. The new

3uban insurrection is not purely an uprisingof the negro element in tho Eastern
Department, as has been too hastily beloved,nor is it merely the offshoot of the
;urbulent disposition of a few leaders of
;he former struggle. It cannot be denied
hat Cuba has remained tranquil for nearly
wo years awaiting the fulfilment of

spuuiBU pruuuncn, wuiuu uua nusuiiugi^
Deen indefinitely postponed. Whenever
laring the late Cuban revolution any diplonotiopressure was exerted upon Hpuin
jy the Cabinets of Washington, London or

Paris, the reiuly excuse for declining to take
neasures lor emancipation or for financial
reform was that, although the Spanish governmentardently desired to introduce these
reforms, it must postpone them until the
nsurgents had loyally submitted. Well,
tho island has been at peacn for two years,
ind the first practical step for emancipation
tias yet to be taken.
Emancipation in Cuba seems' to be

weighed down by tho multitude of its
friends. Wo are told that King Alfonso,
like King Arnudeo and like President Castelar,is an ardent friend of emancipation.
Premier Martinez del Cumpo is lully comnittedto it, Canovas del Castillo desires it,
Serrano, Martos, Sagasta and lluiz Zorrilln
ilurnor for it. All parties both in Spain
tnd in Cuba have made up their minds
.hat emancipation must come. Tho plantjrsthemselves no longer oppose it openly;
tome of them have taken tho initiative on

their own estates. There is no pretence that
there is any constitutional impediment, for
the Cortes have already repuutedly sanctionedthe ineusuro in principle. The
tloret law of nine or ten years ago provided
the legal preliminaries, dependent only
apon the pnoification of tho island. Why,
limn rlnm alnvurv still linurr in the Pcnrl
at' the Antilles ?
Tho unswor to thin query most be sought

in the "nature of things." Grout social
revolutions always come irom without,
'l'hure is no cxumplo of any great abuse
having boon reformed by the parties interestedin its maintenance. They will grnmbleand denounce and promise, but will
not act. It is therefore of good omen to
the cause of Cuban emancipation that a decisivepressure from without is now being
exerted upon tho laggard statesmen of Mudrid.The fires of insurrection kindled in
Camagney and tho Cinco Villas should
have a qaickoning influence upon the easy
going reformers in the Cortes. Now is the

accepted time for Cuban emancipation, or

tho "Ever Faithful Isle" will bo lost forever
»r> Sit.«in
"r".

It is probable that the speedy liberation
of the Cuban hIiivuh ami the introduction
of a moderate degree of self-government in
Cuba at this time would be efiuotuai is
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quelling the revolt. Emancipation is tlie
first and most pressing need of that island.
All other questions are secondary and
should readily be postponed to a more conj
venieut season. Cuban independence or

autonomy is of vastly less imx>ortance.
Doubtless the time must come, and that
soon, when Cuba will enjoy total or purtial
independence. Cut this is a matter upon
which the United States huve only a

secondary interest. Americans of all
parties wish Cuba to be prosper:ous, progressive and pacific. Wo
nave a right to demand of bpain
that such measures as are evidently
necessary to that end be taken at
once. We cannot afford to have our vast
commercial interests in that island perenniallysacrificed to fictitious interests in
Spain. As a nation it is indifferent to us

whether Cuba be independent, autonomousor colonial, but we must insist upon its
being well governed, else it is a perpetual
thorn in our side. Provided the Cubans have
the privilege of governing themselves
they may well afford to retain an honoYableconnection with the mother country,
which would have many incidental advantages.But the one thing needful for Cuba
and lor Spain is the immediate abolition of
a system which has long been condemned
by the unanimous voice of the civilized
world.

Poisonous Pies,

Some words are reported as the utterancesof the baker, who, it is possible, sold
the delicacy to which the death of Mr.
Wheeler is attributed, which, if they shall
prove to have no speciul relation to the
Coroner's inquiry into the facts of that
Aacn mntf n + In.iut Kn rnnrn r«l iuI a a nf anmn

Ui»j nv avuov wv iu^i^uvv* u» w* ov/wiv

interest to pie eaters at large, and if the,
Saturday lieview and other equally well informedauthorities are right "pie eaters at
large" may well be taken as a short descriptionof the American public. These are

the words to which we refer, quoted from
the Sun:.
Mr. Scblukel says that mouths ago he saw a little

cream that hul been left standing in the bottom of
a copper kettle, and, upon tasting it, it puckered up
his mouth. He supposes thut verdigris bad formed
and had tainted the cream. He cautioned his foremanto keep the kuttlos clean on this account. He
told him that if sugar was uBod the poisonous substancewould not form in the kettle. The men preferrednot to uso sugar, because whatever it was
used in required constant attention. "I told him it
was a serious matter," Mr. Uchlnkol contiuued, "and

i that they must expect to watch tho kettles. My! foreman has been with me four years and I have
thorough confidence in him."
Now what happenod in that bakery

"months ago" may happen months henee,
and it may have happened yesterday or

last week, when Mr. Schinkel was not on

the lookout; and it may happen any time,
whether he does or does not take precautionsagainst It. "He supposes verdigrishad formed" in a mixture which was

a port of what had been put in some pies.
He knows, consequently, that the constituentparts of verdigris are present when
this mixture is mado in copper kettles, and
that all that is necessary for the formation
of this irritant poison is that the mixture
should stand a little longer than usual beforeit is put into the pies, or that the
kettles should not be scrupulously clean
when the mixture is made. Only a little
carelessness on the part of his men, he is
aware, may convert the toothsome mixture
of lemon and oream into a deadly poison.
And who can bo sure that his workmen
will bo always excessively careful? Mr.
Sohinkcl evidently cannot, because he
found in the instance referred to that they
had not been, and he admonished them that
'it was a serious matter."
He has other reason than this to know

that they may not always bo carefnl. He
urged the use of sugar, but the men prefer
not to use it. Why? Beoauso whatever it
is used in requires constant attention."
They prefer for their own convenience not
to give constant attention" to what they
are making, even though that is the conditionof preventing their delicacies from becomingdeadly poisons. Thero is another
point as to which Mr. Bchinkel probably
has some information, though it does not

appear in the report of his remarks. Perhapshe knows that the supposed lemon
juice in mixtures of this kind is very likely
to have no relution whatever to lemons, but
to be a base counterfeit made of mineral
acids, or at least of oxalic acid.

Six Par Cant Interest.

The act of the last Legislature reducing
the legal rate for the use or forbearance of
money from seven to six per cent is to take
effect on tho 1st of January. Thero is a

difference of opinion among lawyers and
business men aa to tlie correct interpretationof this law. Tho mooted question
relates to its operation on contractu entered
into between tho date of its passage
(June 20, 1879) and the date at which
it takes effect (January 1, 1880). In respect
to contracts ontered into previous to June
20 or subsequent to January 1 thero is no
difference of opinion. A contract made
before the former date for paying seven per
cent will hold good during the life of the
cuntruct, even if it should ruu five or ten
or any number of years. On tho other
hand, any contract mado on or after January1 will bo illegal and usurious if it
stipulates for the paymeut ol moro than six
per cent. All the doubt arises out of seven
per cent contracts made during the intermediateperiod.
Mr. Sehoonmukor, the Attorney Oeneral

of the State, lias prepared and published
an opinion that all seven per cent contracts
entered into previous to the 1st of January
are legal and valid. Writers in the Albany
Law Journal oontrovert this opinion, and

lattrtii nnn n f lift nof if u f rlnf I v ma*i

strucd, seems to give a plausible color to
their dissent, owing, as we think, to
tho looso and caroless manner in
whioh on^ Htatutes are so often
drawn. Tho law declares that "nothing
herein contained shall be so construed as to
in any way affect any contruot or obligation
made belore tho passage of this act." .Had
the language been "before this act takes
effect" instead of "before the passage of
this act," the Attorney General's interpretstionwonld be unquestionably correct, but
this is not what the luw says. Before tho
"passage" of the act is bofore tho 20th of
June, and if the Legislature did not intend
this it failed to express its meaning. The
ambiguity is unfortunate,since it introduces

i | unosi tuiuty into a great mass of obligations.
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Wo suppose that nothing short of a judicial
decision cun settle the oonstrnetion of the
law.

A Memorably Dry Autumn.

The very remarkable development of the
weather this fall over a large part of tho
country has excited much interest and some

alarm. In the East Lake Chnmplaiu was

reported toward the close of October "lower
thun ever remembered for fifty years and
falling every day." The droughts in Pennsylvaniaat lieading, Pittsburg, Catawissa
and along the lower Schuylkill, have been
almost unprecedented, while in tho West
tho railroads leading to Springfield, 111.,
have been obliged to run water trains, and
the Missouri Weather Service reported the
last month "the dryest October in forty
vears." Tho current "Weather iieview" of
the Signal Service states that the October
"rainfall lias been below the normal
in all districts excepting the South
Atlantic and East Gulf States, the Lower
Missouri Valley, northern portions of
Minnesota and Michigan and along
the Pacific coast," and adds, "Severe
droughts are reported throughout the countrygenerally." It will be remembered that
no very extensive and heavy precipitations
characterized September, and there has
been no compensative fall of rain this
month, wo believe, which suffices to restore
the soil generally to its usual humidity.
This widespread deficiency of moisture

may be supplied by the winter and equinoctialstorms of the next four months, so

that it would be premature to hazard any
alarming conclusions as to the prospcot of
the crops in 1880. The late excessively wet
summer of Europe was followed by a moderatelydry and fine autumn, and we may
therefore hopo our dry autumn will
be succeeded by a wet winter or

spring, preparing the earth lor a productiveyield of harvests next year, though
as the winter rains fall on the frozen earth
in a great part of the region that has this
year suffered most this compensation
will be felt in raising the rivers rather than
in preparing the land. "Bain," as an emi-
nent meteorologist says, "is the most capriciousof all the meteorological phenomena,both as regards its frequency and
amount." Symons, the British liyetographer,has found a period of twelve
consecutive years.from 1738 to 1750.in
which the mean annual British rainfall was

deficient by at least ten per cent, and sees

no reason why such a run of dry years may
not recur. But the Smithsonian data from
1835 to 1870 show "a certain tendency to
an arrangement of groups of years of
drought followed by unusually wet years".
nature's effort to restore equilibrium in the
mighty workings of the atmospheric machinery.With the return of the polar
winds which penetrate the moist MississippiValley and the still more humid Gulf
region in January we may expect the frequentstorms thus generated which pass
over the country depositing copious precipitation.

Policemen and Corner Loafers*
A policeman has just distinguished himselfby the laudable but altogether too infrequentattempt to disperse a gang of

corner loafers. The rascals, however, were

unwilling to forego their darling diversion
of insulting ladies and other passers-by,
and they resistod even to the extent of
throwing stones, upon which the officer
drew his revolver and fired into the gang.
The motive of the officer was most Draise-
worthy, and the community would not ex*

press regret had the pistol bullet disposed
of one or more of the rowdios, but it neverthelessis true that the method of procedure
was extremely bad and reprehensive.
Aside from the faot that in streets as

full of people as those of New York
a bullet is as likely to hit the
innocent as tho guilty, the object
of the law is not to kill peaco
breakers, but to preserve tho public peace.
Had the officer rapped for assistance, or

even regarded discretion tho better part of
valor and ran to the station house for reinforcements,he might have arrested the
whole gang and hud them punished by duo
course of law, to the delight of the pablic
and the discouragement of other rowdies.
Besides, death without trial is a moro

severe and arbitrary punishment than tho
law allows evon for such vermin as corner

loafers. Let tho officer continue in his
good work and bo followed by other memborsof his force, remembering, however,
that his enemies are moro serviceable to the
oommunity and a warning to their kind if
they are in jail than they possibly could be
iu speedily forgotten graves.

The National HI id.

Sineo our lust annual Thanksgiving a

number of silver dollars, precisely sufficient,as we calculate, to supply one for
every man, woman, child "unci baby" (to
adopt Senator Blaine's addition and make
the phrase comprehensive) in the United
States, have been coined. Oa each of these
new dollars is the image of a nondescript
bird which tho designer perhaps intended
for an eagle, though it looks more like a buzzard.Instead of the strength and majesty
expressed by former representations of the
eagle the winged creature on this coin seems

in a flutter uud fright, and one might fancy
it to bo on tho point of flying away, as if it
folt that its room would be more aooeptable
to tho American people thnn its company.
The artist may not have known what he wus

doing, for "thero's a divinity that shapes
our ends but this dollar with a strange
device, in number on the approaching
Thanksgiving Day just equal to tho num.

bur of our population, looks liko an emblematicnotice served on every inhabitant
that tho days of tho eagle are numbered,
and that it is about to tnko its ilight iroiu
our national bannors and coins.
The artist probably designed wiser than

ho knew, and we suspect that the favored
Mr. Kiddle might, with his "mystical
lore," oxplnin how it happoned .that tho
coming event thus "casts its shadow before."It is well known that Dr. Franklin
derided the eagle and advooutcd tho turkoy as

onr national emblem. Mr. Kiddle was receivingthose sublime communications from tho

spirit world which cost him so dear about
tho time when the artist of the Mint was

designing the new coin, and tho spirit of

>LE SHEET.
Fr.mklin may then have been hovering
about the precincts of his beloved Philadelphia,and have availed himself of tho open
channels lor inspiring the designer. The
turkey has become so popular that its old
advocate may have felt encouraged. In a

playlul letter front Passy to his daughter
(Mrs. Bachc), ridiculing the new Order of
tho Cincinnati, Dr. Franklin said:.
For my own part I wish tho bald eaglo had not

been sol ctud us the representative of our country.Ho is u bird of bod morul cburactor; ho does not act
bis living honestly; you luuy sue huu perched upon
some doad true, where, too lazy to llsh for himself,
bo watches the labor of the Usuing hawk, and whoa
that diligent bird has taken a llsh and is bearing It
to lus u'est for the support of his mate and young
ones, tho bald eagle pursues hint and takes it trout
hiiu. With all this injustice he Is uuvor in good
cure, but, like those atnoug men who live by sliarp,lug and robbing, ho is generally poor uiul often
very lousy. I am. on this account, not displeased
...... LIIU i.;,ur«J [Kit mo ..i.ugu Ot IUO U1U.1U 1IQU 1*
not known um a bald eaglu, una looks more liko a
turkey. For iu truth llio turkey j« a much more
rexpectablo bird, ami withal a true, original native
of America. Eaglea bavo becu fotimi iu allcountries,
but the turkey was peculiar to ours, lie is besides
(though a little vain arut sil'y,'tis true, but not tUe
worse emblem for that) a bird of courage, and would
not hesitate to attack a grenadier of the liritisli
guards, who should presume toluvudo his farmyardwith a rod coat ou.

The fowl bo eulogizcil by the American
philosopher has become in fact our nationalbird, although not yot officially
recognized. The ancient Egyptians wore
accounted a wise people, and in choosing
their gods they selected animals which
were recommended by their taste. As the
satirical poet says :.

Such savory doitics must needs be good
As served at once for worship and for food.

Our groat unsentimental philosopher
and patriot scums to have had a similar
idea respecting animals selected for nationalemblems.

The Sligo Triuls.
The trial of the three Irish agitators, Daly,

Davitt and Killen, was commenced at Sligo
yesterday. The excitement seems to have
been considerable, but tho presence of
armed constables marching to and fro all
day long may havo had the effect of checkingany attempt at fiery demonstrations
in favor of the prisoners. Duly, as wo learn
from our special cable despatch, was releasedon bail, and Davitt will probably be
similarly dealt with to-day. Killcn's case

may last longer if the eccentric Mr. Rea
can carry out his intentions. The latter
gentleman may succeed in amusing the
spectators if he does nothing else. The
arrests have already had a good effeot in
calling the attention of Lord Beaconsfield
seriously to the present condition of Ireland.But the English Premier's idea
of relieving the distress by furnishing Irelandwith coal at "cost price" is but a

sorry way to meet the demands of the Irish
poor. It is a kind of generosity that costs

nothing, and for this very reason probably
commends itself to Disraeli's mind. But
this is certainly not the way a great statesmanshould meet a great national calamity.
How Old Is the Friday Superstition 1

In Mr. Proctor's Sunday evening lecture
on the "Religion of Astronomy" he alluded
to the prevalent superstition about the ill
luck of beginning journeys on Friday, and
cited in illustration the delay of a troop
ship by order of (he British Admiralty
some years ago out of consideration for the
terrors of the sailors. An apter illustration
lay close at his hand in the fact that Friday
is avoided as the day of departure by all
the Atlantio steamers which ply from this
port. But Mr. Proctor ventured an

assertion about this superstition which
admits of doubt. He said that it dates
back "four or five thousand years." 80
erudite a writer as Robert Southey, on the
contrary, regards it as Christian and as

arising from the crucifixion. If Mr. Proctor
has facts to controvert this opinion of the
author of "The Doctor" they would be
very interesting to the public. The historianBuckle, who delighted in that kind
of researoh, seems to rest content with
Southev's assertion. In a considerablemass of material ho accumulated
about the ill luck of Friday we

lind no examples cited outside of Christendomsave from the west const of Africa.
The fact that Columbus sailed on a Friday
upon his first grand voyage of discovery
implies also that it is a superstition ot comparativelymodern origin. If it had been
widely diffused among sailors in his time
surely he would himselt have avoided addingsuch a terror wantonly to the expedition.Still further, bad such a superstitionbeen known at the Spanish
court it is scarcely possible that an

express prohibition would not have been
laid on him by Queen Isabella against defyingit. Allusions to the common existenceof it are made by Shakespeare and
Montuigne a century later, which indicate
tho sixteenth century as the period of its
riBe and diffusion. In "Troilus and Crossida"Shakespeare makes I'andarns say of
Cressida, "And she wore not kin to me,
she w»uld be as iair on Friday as Helen is
on Sunday;" but wo scarcely tbink this
would justify Mr. 1'rootor in dating
back the superstition to the lime of
the Trojan war. It is one of Shakespeare's
immense anachronisms, like tho introductionof firearms in "Julius Ctosur," and
provos only that Friday was deemed unluckyin his own age. The allusion l»y Montaigneis contained in his "Essays," whero
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obstinacy to nvoid that of suporstition bo
thinks himself excusable if ho should
"rather choose tho odd number Thursday
than Friday." There aro plenty of eminent
men in modern limes who have boon dominatedby the Friday superstition.ior instance,Lord iiyron und Princo Bismarck.
but can Mr. Proctor cite an example lroiu
the times prior to Columbus?

A Bomb from the City of Churches.

By a romarkablo interview published in
tho IIkkai.d this morning it will bo soon

that tho City of Churches is fnron the road
to a bankruptcy which can be averted only
by the exorcise of care, caution and courage
iu tho enforcement of tax collections.
Legislative enactment has givm delinquenttaxpayers extraordinary privileges,
and, as is always tho case where expenses
go on after the income is stopped, financial
embarrassment has normally ensued.
Brooklyn also staggers undor a loud of
"temporary bonds" to the extent of
fourteen million dollars, and the
great East Biver Bridge stares her

j useless in the laoe, annually demanding

and absorbing a tremendous interest. Years
ago "improvements," unnee leilbut boru of
the "Hush times," wcro indulged in to an

alarming extent, and the owners who then
danced with gleoiul anticipation have now

the pleasure oi paying the financial piper.
The c:y>erionce oi Secretary Evarts, who
alter an investment is glad to shako the
entire dirt heap from his foot and leave it
all lor tuxes and assessments, carries with
it a suggestive moral. It is to be hoped
that Mr. Kinsella's fellow townsmen are all
of his way of thought. If not Brooklyn's
jeremiad cannot much longer be postponed.
PERSCfNAL INTELLIGENCE.

There aro 25,000 English women in India.
En-Governor teuton, of this State, is in California.
Cetywayo's four wives received each a concertiua.
Ex-Senator Siiuou Cameron ia visitingm Cleveland,

Ohio.
The Queen of England loves the cold weather at

Decalde.
Zola works in a big house, in a big room and at a

big table.
General Hancock is the guest of General Carroll to

Washington.
It ia said that the forts on the Thames could ba

taken in an hour.
Labouchere calls G. A. Sola the best after dinner

speaker in Eugland.
Mr. Gladstone is very confident of coming into

power at an oarly day.
In France agents buy up all the numbered seats

for the first night at a thoatro.
Philadelphia's Municipal Reform Club has disbanded.It was nine years old.
A female celebrity has arrived in Monaco who goes

by the name of the "ltoulette Fiend."
Shrewsbury oysters on the shell ere in finer conditionthan they have been in for several years.
In England an attempt is beiug made against ino*

briety with an antidote made from ciitbhona bark.
Mr. Toombs' "Death to the Union" despatch is

almost universally repudiated by the Southern press,*
In London au eminent law firm has telephone oommunicationwith soiuo of its most important clients.
French wines are lato this year and Africa is

ahead of Spain for earliness in sending wines to
Paris.
In rural Franco there is a mania for having Englishservants. Governesses are treated as members

of tho family.
Baring-Gould says:."An English woman is

lovely, a French woman is charming, a German
woman is angelic."
Glass while at red heat is plnngcd iifto oil and

made so hard that mortars and pestles may be manufacturedin that way.
Wo buy steel railway rails in England. England

brings her steel rails from Germany and the ore il
taken trom England to Germany.
Whilo repairing a drain at a house in Komo some

workmen unearthed a large number of coins of 1450
to 1550, and noarly $8,000 wuro offered for them.
Tho electric light, introduced into tho Paris Opera

House for the protection of Mr. Beaudry's paintings,
was tried on Thursday last with complete success.

Mr. George Augustus Bala, whose popularity is
having a revival among the London critics, will
make a tour of the Southern States for tho Loudon
Telegraph.
London Truth:."To come home and find an 111cookoddinner prosided over by a slatternly wife

in hor tantrums is a gloomy business. To hear a

husband maunder dally over tho increasing price
of coals and small beer is quite as gloomy for the
wife."
Thomas Hardyis new novel will bo called "The

Trumpet Mujor." Mr. Hardy ranks next to William
Block among the novelists of our day, and would
suriiass him, if in his study of Defoe's style he did
not sacrifice grace to that strength which he thinks
comes from being hard and graphic.
In anticipation of the visit of Genoral Grant to

Joddo tliero appeared a sketch of his life in Japanese,
in which tho author, after speaking with enthusiasmof the achievements of Gorantu, as ho
culls the Genoral, uddressos his readers in
tho following words:."Whether wo consider the
fox among beasts, or tho phoenix among birds, wo
find that even when endowed with unusual abilitios
the intelligence of those is not equal to tliut of Btupid
old women or doltish boys. But men aro able, if
tboy choose, to cultivate their talents; and thero is
a man who has cultivated his great natural abilities,
is rich, in thought, is admirable in his movements,
is as unfathomable as heaven and earth, and with
whom neither the fox nor the pliceiiix is for a a momentto bo compared. Such a onu is General Grant,
whose intelligence is commanding to a degree, and
whose business capacities are truly grand."

A GREAT METEOROLOGICAL FEAT.

[From the Baltimore (Md.) American, Nov. 23.]
The Nrw Youk 11skald publishes in parallel columnsa table showing tho character of its European

storm warnings, and the extout to which they wars
verilied during a year of c|oso observation, from
which it appears that out of twouty-scvun predio
tions but two proved failures. Whou it is rememberedthat those warnings were cabled to London
from throo or four days to a week in advance ot
the arrival of tho storms, it will be seun thai
this service was not only a great meteorological feat,
but an immense boueQt to shipping interests, and
all others, iudocd, dependent in any way upon tho
weather. But while tho British have derived groat
practical bouetlt from these forecasts it is not so

char that we have profited greatly by our extensivewoathur service in this country. It is trua
that the daily ludieations inform us whother
the temperature to-day will be higher, lower
or stationary; whether it will be fair or clear, and
from what quarter the wind will blow; but it
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terms iu which these predictions uro couched the
degree to wlilcli tliuy will bo fulfilled. "Colder
wuiitlior," for instance, may moan a fall of 0110 or
tou or twouty degreesiu the thermometer. "Warmer
weather" may mean u rise equally indollulto.
"Clearing weather" may prove to be drenching
shower* of rain or a clear nay. "Local raliia" may
trot full anywhere within olio hundred tulles of
u.s. Computed an these predictions are for large
areas of territory, It would bo unreasonable,
perhaps, to expert auy greater accuracy, but
it is worth considering whether it la not now within
the power of the Weather bureau to give thorn a
more local application. This ha* been done on
several occasions when special request lias been
mnde for predictions covering a given point, and,
except iu thu additional amount of Umo and trouble
It would luvolve, there Is really uo reason why all
the leading cities iu tho country should not have
every morning their apodal weather forecasts,
besides those now givou for the general mutia
oroiogicul departments. Iu this way we might bo
nblo to know In advance not only whether
the weather for the day would bo warmer or colder,
but approximately how many degrees, and the practicalvalue of the Information would bo greatly enhanced.It Is also clearly withiu tho power of tho
service to extend its prophecies over a much greater
period of ilmo than twenty-tour hours, and so conveytimely warning to travellers of tho character of
the weather they are likely to encounter lu their
Journey. All those improvements, It may be urged,
will Involve additional expense; but if a meteorologicalservice is Worth having at all it oughttob*
made as complete aud accurate as possible.

POBTMASTEli JAMES TO 1JE SUED.

Independent of the action taken In tho matter of
stopping the malls addressed to tho lottory doalcrs,
in tliu courts, a meeting oi tho parties Interested
was held yesterday afternoon in tho room of PostmasterJames for the purpose of coming to an undorslandlutf.It was dually agreed to-, commence
a friendly suit in the United Ht.itus District Court
nrtahiul Pitahimtilnp .luiiwiii nml luirrv it thrnlii/h in

the HUortUHt pOfeatblo tunc.

]>li. QUACKBNDOd' CONDITION.
At eight o'clock last night Dr. guockonboa *u In

a comparatively tranquil alumbcr, from which ha
awoke about ten. Within a few inlnliton of mid.
night ho waa awake and roatloaa. The pnlao wna
very low, at one time allowing an accolcr.ition of
not over tlilrty pulsation* per niiuuto, and at otlnai
indicating us high iiH forty. His condition at tlsfc
hour Inst named was very precurious.

Mil. WUITCHUKCH'S EXPULSION.
At a meeting of the Taxpayer*' Central Committee

last night, at It* headquarters, No. 114(1 Third avenue,
Hamuol Whitchurch was expelled from the position
of recording secretary and as a delegate to the
body.


